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Manuka Honey Association after failing to stop an inguiry into the labelling of » $50m

some of its products. From our columnists

The Court of Appeal last Friday dismissed a challenge by Watson & Son to + Wealth ehibe and flaws i
revent the AMHA investigating the labelling of products sold by the company in Richistan
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The AMHA is an industry group that owns the trademark UMF® (Unique Manuka » The Clampetts of the
Factor), which signifies that products have reached the AMHA's required Rich List B
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AMHA general manager John Rawcliffe welcomed the court decision, which he FIom _'he!
said would protect consumers’ rights to buy UMF® products that are true to label. Hﬂrse S

IMouth

“Cwer the past year, the Association has spent significant sums of money to

employ professional investigators and take action to remove license holders’ Unedited
rights to use the mark if their product was found not to be true to label " Media Releases
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But the LIMF® test itself may be the problem, says the scientist who invented it. b ’
Professor Peter Molan, who recently split from the AMHA after 15 years with the
association, gave written evidence in court in support of Watson & Son.
Professor Molan's affidavit stated UMF tests on the same sample could return
results varying by plus or minus two points on a 20-point test.
Testrefinements he had recommended have not been introduced by AMHA, he
5ays.
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Molan
| would normally agree “bust the rogues”, but Peter Molan is basically Mr.

Manuka Honey, if he says the tests are unreliable then they are unreliable.
Maybe more to this story? _——
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